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Nuremberg Principles

Principle |

Any person who commits an act, which constitutes a crime under international law is
responsible therefore and liable to punishment.

Principle Il

The fact that internal law does not impose a penalty for an act, which constitutes a
crime under international law, does not relieve the person who committed the act from
responsibility under international law.

Principle Il

The fact that a person who committed an act, which constitutes a crime under
international law acted as Head of State or responsible government official does not
relieve him from responsibility under international law.

Principle IV

The fact that a person acted pursuant to order of his Government or of a superior does
not relieve him from responsibility under international law provided a moral choice was
in fact possible to him.

Principle V

Any person charged with a crime under international law has the right to a fair trial on
the facts and law.

Principle VI

The crimes hereinafter set out are punishable as crimes under international law:
Crimes against Peace, War Crimes, Crimes Against Humanity.

Principle VII

Complicity in the commission of a crime against peace, a war crime, or a crime against
humanity as set forth in Principle VI is a crime under international law.
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The Organisers

INTERNATIONAL
NUREMBERG
PRINCIPLES
ACADEMY

represented by
Shuvra Dey

The International Nuremberg
Principles Academy

The International Nuremberg Principles Academy
(Nuremberg Academy)is a foundation dedicated to the
advancement of international criminal law and related
human rights. It is located in Nuremberg, the place of the
firstinternational trial before the International Military
Tribunal. Conscious of this historic heritage, its main
fields of activity include providing a forum for dialogue by
convening international conferences and expert meet-
ings, conducting interdisciplinary and applied research,
engaging in specialised capacity building for practitioners
of international criminal law and human rights education.
The Nuremberg Academy upholds the Nuremberg Principles
and the rule of law with a vision of sustainable peace
through justice, furthering knowledge and building capa-
cities of those involved in the judicial process in relation
to core international crimes. The Nuremberg Academy
was established by the Federal Republic of Germany, the
Free State of Bavaria and the City of Nuremberg.

Erlangen-Nuremberg

International Criminal Law
Research Unit of the FAU

represented by

Laura-Christin Dresler

The International Criminal Law Research
Unit (ICLU) at Friedrich-Alexander
University Erlangen-Nuremberg (FAU)

Professor Safferling and his team have a variety of
research interests. Besides matters of criminal law and
criminal procedure, these are in particular, European
and international criminal law and the history of criminal
law. There is also a specific interest in current criminal
law developments in the field of cyber and computer
crime.

Animportant part of ICLU's work consists of research
in international criminal law. The Research Unit not
only follows current developments in this very dynamic
field marked by great activity on the part of many
states and the international community as well as

legal scholarship, but it also endeavours to examine
historical backgrounds, the political dimension and
the future of international criminal law. The particular
focusis on contemporary legal history.

3 /NurembergMootCourt
@) /nurembergmootcourt

Emergency Contact: +49 (0)911 14 89 77-0
E-mail: registration@nuremberg-moot-court.de

Nuremberg Moot Court 2026

Dear participants of the Nuremberg Moot Court 2026,

A very warm welcome to all participants of the
Nuremberg Moot Court 2026!

As President of the Advisory Council of the International
Nuremberg Principles Academy;, it gives me particular
pleasure to acknowledge the overwhelming response to
this year's competition, which has once again attracted
a greater number of teams, representing six continents
worldwide. It is a remarkable demonstration of the inter-
national status of the competition. The Nuremberg Moot
Courtis unique in thatitis held in Courtroom 600 - where
international criminal law was applied for the very first
time against major Nazi war criminals and lawyers and
judges deliberated over the jurisprudence that emerged.

Every year, the Nuremberg Moot Court affords the
opportunity for law students from across the world

to present legal arguments in simulated exercises,
exploring the intricacies of international criminal law
and extending its reach over modern day challenges.
In addition, the participants have the benefit of engaging
with renowned judges and professional lawyers and

prosecutors who serve
ininternational courts
and tribunals.

While gaining first hand
practical experience and
knowledge to advance
their skills in the practice
of international criminal law, students also develop
common values on justice and accountability and
build a fraternity of like-minded lawyers.

| wish you an enjoyable stay in Nuremberg and hope
that you will truly benefit from everything the com-
petition has to offer.

Best wishes to all of you in your future endeavours.

Silvia Fernandez de Gurmendi

President of the Advisory Council of the
International Nuremberg Principles Academy;
President of the Latin American Society

of International Law; former President,
Assembly of States Parties to the
International Criminal Court, former
President, International Criminal Court




Welcome from the Legal Adviser and Director-General
for Legal Affairs of the German Federal Foreign Office

On behalf of the Federal
Foreign Office, | warmly
welcome you to this year’s
competition.

As a founding member of
the International Nuremberg Principles Academy, Germany
strongly supports the Moot Court. Like the Nuremberg
Summer School, the Moot Court plays a vital role in assem-
bling a new generation of legal professionals dedicated to
preserving, protecting and further developing the edifice of
international criminal law that was born in this very place.

Nuremberg and Courtroom 600, in which the Moot Court’s
finale will be held, are the birthplace of a great civilizational
achievement. For the first time in history, leading represen-
tatives of a state were held individually accountable for the
gravest crimes committed on behalf of a state. It was the
Nuremberg Trials that inspired the adoption of the Nurem-
berg Principles by the United Nations General Assembly in
1946 and ultimately laid the foundation for the establishment
of various international criminal courts and tribunals, culmi-
nating in the creation of the International Criminal Court.

The Nuremberg Moot Court 2026 takes place in especially
challenging times. Eighty years after the conclusion of the
historic trials, the principles formulated at that time remain
of central importance to the stability and legitimacy of

the international legal order - an order that not only
protects the sovereignty of states, but also the dignity of

the individual. At the same time, the institutions and

rules on which international criminal law is based must not
be taken for granted. They depend on states’and civil
society’s willingness to defend the rules and institutions
of international criminal law against those who seek to
delegitimise them. In recent years, not only have particu-
larly serious violations of fundamental rules of inter-
national law been on the rise, but so too have attacks on
the very idea of international criminal law and the institu-
tions that enforce it. It is thus not an exaggeration to say
that the best legal minds are needed to defend the body of
law and the institutions that emerged eighty years ago.

The Nuremberg Moot Court offers an invaluable oppotunity
for bringing together and training the brightest legal minds
that will go on to shape the world that we live in. In this
spirit, the preparation of oral arguments with fellow students
and renowned judges, lawyers and prosecutors from around
the world and its various legal systems not only hones

your legal skills but also allows you to network and build
invaluable friendships with like-minded lawyers. The ties
you form here will support you throughout your career.

| wish you all a successful and stimulating Moot Court
competition and all the best in your future endeavours.

Julia Monar

Legal Adviser and Director-General
for Legal Affairs of the

German Federal Foreign Office

)) A once in a lifetime opportunity. It gave me a clear picture
of what | wanted to do with my career in international criminal law.

Prashamsa Ghimir (NMC participant, Tribhuwan University, Nepal)

)) Still the best Moot Competition going

Judge Joanna Korner (NMC judge)

)) It was a great honour for me to participate in a Moot Court that is taking
place in such a historic court, and especially to plead in the Courtroom 600.

Ms Hovhannisyan (NMC participant, Yerewan State University, Armenia)

)) This diversity brings exchange, that brings evolution for each country
and | think that is what is key with this kind of events like the Moot Court.

Judge Nicolas Guillou (NMC judge)

Welcome from the Bavarian Minister of State for Justice

Young jurists from all over the world meet again this
year in Nuremberg. In the historic Courtroom 600 of
the Nuremberg Palace of Justice they can put their
theoretical knowledge of international criminal law into
practice with a fictitious case in the Nuremberg Moot
Court 2026.

The location of the event is the birthplace of international
criminal law. The Nuremberg Trials took place in Court-
room 600 almost 80 years ago. These trials represent

the success in dealing with inhumanity and injustice.
With the Nuremberg Principles the international com-
munity laid down for the first time the aspiration to end
impunity for crimes under international law.

Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine painfully shows
that compliance with the principles of international law

Welcome from the Lord Mayor of the City of Nuremberg

still cannot be taken

for granted. International
criminal law continues

to be of great importance
for peacekeepingin the
world. It is important that many young jurists are inter-
ested in the challenging field of international criminal law.

Dear participants, Courtroom 600 reminds every one

of us that peace, freedom, democracy and human rights
must be defended every day. With your commitment,
you can make an important contribution.

| wish you a good event, an enjoyable time and the best
of success.

Georg Eisenreich
State Minister of Justice

Dear participants,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the Nuremberg
Moot Court 2026. Nuremberg is a place where the past and
present of international criminal law come togetherina
truly unique way. Remembrance of the Nuremberg Trials
remains our responsibility, for they stand as proof that

law can be the strongest answer to injustice - and that the
international society bears responsibility wherever funda-
mental principles of humanity are violated.

This year’s Moot Court is dedicated to a most deeply dis-
turbing topic: recruiting children or using them to actively
participate in hostilities. In war, children are the most
vulnerable; they lose their families, education, securi-

ty - and far too often their future. In countless conflicts,
including Sierra Leone, the Democratic Republic of Kongo,
Uganda, and more recently, in Syria, Yemen, Lebanon,
among so many more, children continue to be misused,
kidnapped, indoctrinated and forced to fight.

International criminal law is very clear on that: unambi-
guously, the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court defines the recruitment and deployment of children
as a war crime. These provisions draw on the Nuremberg
Principles, which stipulate that the most serious crimes
must not go unpunished and that individual responsibility
applies evenin times of war. The International Nuremberg

Principles Academy
and the Memorium
Nuremberg Trials keep
these principles alive.
They show how the
lessons of 1945 trans-
formed into enforceable
rules that continue to guide us - precisely where children
require special protection.

This year's topic highlights the careful consideration with
which the International Academy of the Nuremberg Principles
sets its priorities. By addressing this complex field, you are
tackling anissue that shapes the lives of countless young
people worldwide and whose legal and moral dimensions
deserve our particular attention. For aspiring lawyers, this is
akey issue. It challenges us to understand international law
not merely in abstract terms, but to grasp it in the light of real-
life circumstances. Your commitment, your ability to argue

a case and your professional exchange make this Moot Court
aplace where the idea of peace through law takes shape.

I wish you all a challenging, insightful and empowering
competition, one that demonstrates your significant
contribution.

Marcus Kénig
Lord Mayor of the City of Nuremberg



Programme of the Nuremberg Moot Court 2026

Wednesday, 22 July Opening

Palace of Justice, entrance via Memorium Nuremberg Trials, Barenschanzstr.72, Nuremberg
4 pm-5.30 pm Registration
5.30 pm-6.30 pm Opening Speeches

Courtroom 600

Professor Dr Christoph Safferling
Director, Nuremberg Academy and ICLU, Friedrich-Alexander University
Erlangen-Nuremberg

Beate Ehrt
President, Higher Regional Court of Nuremberg

Dr Thomas Eser
Director of the Nuremberg Municipal Museums,
representing the Lord Mayor of the City of Nuremberg

7pm Welcome Dinner at Tucher Mautkeller, Hallplatz 2, 90402 Nuremberg
Thursday, 23 July Preliminary Round |

Palace of Justice, entrance via Nuremberg Academy, Barenschanzstr. 72, Nuremberg
9am-10.30 am Preliminary Round |

10.45am-12.15 pm

Preliminary Round |

12.15 pm-1.30 pm

Break

1.30 pm-3 pm Preliminary Round |
3.15 pm-4.45 pm Preliminary Round |
5pm-6.30 pm Preliminary Round |
Friday, 24 July Preliminary Round I
Palace of Justice, entrance via Nuremberg Academy, Barenschanzstr. 72, Nuremberg
9am-10.30 am Preliminary Round Il

10.45am-12.15 pm

Preliminary Round Il

12.15 pm-1.30 pm

Break

1.30 pm-3 pm Preliminary Round Il

3.15 pm-4.45 pm Preliminary Round Il

5pm-6.30 pm Preliminary Round Il

7pm Announcement of the results of the Preliminary Rounds
Courtroom 600, Palace of Justice, entrance via Memorium Nuremberg Trials,
Barenschanzstr. 72, Nuremberg

Saturday, 25 July Last 16, Quarter-Finals, Semi-Finals and Final Round
Palace of Justice, entrance via Nuremberg Academy, Barenschanzstr. 72, Nuremberg

9am-10.30 am Last 16

10.45 am-12.15 pm Last 16

1215 pm-Tpm Break

1pm-2.30 pm Quarter-Finals

2.45 pm-4.15 pm Semi-Finals

5pm-6.30 pm Finals

7pm Awards Ceremony

8 pm Optional Get Together (costs notincl.)

Tucher-Brédu am Opernhaus, Am Kartausertor 1, 90402 Nuremberg
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Courtroom 600

With the beginning of the so-called Trial of the Main War
Criminals on 20 November 1945, Courtroom 600 in the
Nuremberg Palace of Justice became known all over the
world. The decision to locate the trial in Nuremberg was
made mainly for political and infrastructure reasons.

The Americans were very anxious to have the trial venue

in their occupation zone. At the same time, the Nuremberg

Palace of Justice, which had been inaugurated by the

last Bavarian king, Ludwig lll, in 1916, had remained largely
undamaged during the war, and the adjacent prison
building simplified the security measures which would

be required.

For the trial, a wooden corridor was constructed, con-
necting the prison with the east wing of the Palace of
Justice, and enabling safe transport of prisoners from
their cells directly into the courtroom. In addition, a
wide security zone was established around the premises
containing the court buildings and prison.

The fact that Nuremberg had been the City of the Nazi

Party Rallies and of the Nuremberg Racial Laws added a
particular symbolism to this choice of venue.

Courtyard for sports exercises
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Courtroom 600 today

Major alterations were made to Courtroom 600 in
preparation for the Trial of the Main War Criminals.
The judges'bench was turned by 90 degrees, and
thus positioned below the windows. The dock was
enlarged, and numerous technical systems were
installed. These included a system provided by IBM for
simultaneous interpreting of the trial in four languages.

The largest alteration to the completely wood-panelled
courtroom was the extension of the visitors' area.

The back wall of the room was removed, and the lower
part was extended as a press stand. In addition,

an upper gallery was installed housing a separate
visitors'area.

Until March 2020, Courtroom 600 was used as an
ordinary courtroom. In March 2020, the Nuremberg
Palace of Justice was extended to the west and
more courtrooms were added. This has allowed
Courtroom 600 to function as the central part of the
exhibition of the Memorium Nuremberg Trials.

Based on text provided by the Memorium Nuremberg Trials
of the City of Nuremberg

Participants of the Nuremberg Moot Court can
visit the Memorium Nuremberg Trials and the
Documentation Center Nazi Party Rally Grounds
for free.

Aarif Abraham

Barrister and Director
of Accountability Unit
in London, Doughty
Street International

Dr Claire Adionyi

Advocate of the High Court of Kenya;
Lecturer, Strathmore University

Law School; Co-Director, Strathmore
Institute for Advanced Studies

in International Criminal Justice

Judge Reine Alapini-Gansou

Second Vice-President,
International Criminal
Court(ICC)

Judge Althea Violet Alexis-Windsor
Judge, ICC

Dr Salim Amin

Human Rights Lawyer;
former Senior Policy Advisor
for Human Rights and
International Rule of Law

at the Friedrich Naumann
Foundation for Freedom

Prof. Michael Bazyler

Professor, 1939 Society Law Scholar

in Holocaust and Human Rights Studies
at Chapman University

Dr Gleb Bogush
Research Fellow, Institute for

International Peace and Security |

Law, University of Cologne

Dr Emma Brandon

Defence lawyer at ICC;
Former Project Officer, International
Nuremberg Principles Academy

Judge Kamran Choudhry

Circuit Judge, St Albans
Crown Court, UK;
former Trial Lawyer, ICC

Prof. Hannah Garry

Professor, Faculty Director, Gilbert Global Justice &
Human Rights Center and Director, International Human
Rights Clinic, University of Southern California Gould
School of Law; former Deputy Chef de Cabinet and
Legal Officer, Presidency and Chambers, International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia(ICTY)and
the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda(ICTR)

Judge Mykola Gnatovskyy

Judge, European Court
of Human Rights (ECHR)

Judge Christopher Gosnell

Judge, Kosovo Specialist Chambers;

former Senior Legal Officer, Independent
Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM);
former Legal Officer, Chambers, ICTR
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Judge Matthias Hahnel
Presiding Judge, Nuremberg-
Firth Regional Court;

former Assisting Lawyer, ECHR

Judge Martina Heimann

Judge, Criminal Senate of the
Nuremberg Higher Regional Court;
former Senior Public Prosecutor,
Nuremberg Attorney General's Office

Francis Henry

Lecturer and Coordinator of the

legal language programme at
Friedrich-Alexander University
Erlangen-Nuremberg (FAU)

Megan Hirst

Legal Representative of Victims

in various ICC proceedings;

former International Lead Co-Lawyer
for Civil Parties, Extraordinary
Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia
(ECCC)

Judge Isabel Hortreiter

Judge, Hersbruck Local Court

Bradley J. Huestis

Former Military Prosecutor with
service in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Irag,
and author of The Big Bad

Judge Stephan Husemann

Judge (responsible for civil cases),
Nuremberg Higher Regional Court;

former prosecutor and criminal
judge

Judge Joanna Korner CMG KC

Judge, ICC; former Crown Court
Judge in London

Dr Caroline Lichuma

Postdoc Researcher,

FAU Research Center for Human
Rights Erlangen-Nirnberg
(FAU CHREN)

Judge Monika Meinke

Judge, Nuremberg Higher
Regional Court; former German
Public Prosecutor

Kiran Mohandas Menon

Senior Officer, International
Nuremberg Principles Academy

Yulia Nuzban

Trial Lawyer, ICC

Marie O'Leary

Acting Principal Counsel

of the Office of Public Counsel
for the Defence of the ICC;
President, Association of
Defence Counsel (ADC-ICT)

Dr Gurgen Petrossian

Senior Officer for International
Criminal Law, International
Nuremberg Principles Academy

Dr Kevin Pike

Lecturer for English Law and
English Legal Language, FAU

Judge Kimberly Prost

Judge, ICC; former Judge, ICTY;
former Ombudsperson, Security Council
Al Qaida Sanctions Committee;

and former Chef de Cabinet to

ICC President

Dr Ines Peterson

Press Spokeswoman for the
German Federal Prosecutor
General at the Federal Court
of Justice

Darleen Seda

Senior Officer for Capacity
Strengthening, International
Nuremberg Principles Academy

Kirsty Sutherland

Barrister specialising
ininternational law;
former defence counsel, ICC

Judge Sergio Gerardo Ugalde Godinez
Judge, ICC; Professor of International
Law, University for Peace; Member,
Permanent Court of Arbitration

Céline Viguier

Deputy Director General, Siracusa
International Institute for Criminal

Justice and Human Rights;

former Deputy Public Prosecutor

at the French National Counter-
terrorism Prosecutor’s Office

Judge Gregor Zaar

Presiding Judge, Regional
Court Nuremberg-Furth;
former Public Prosecutor,
Nuremberg-Furth Public
Prosecutor’s Office
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Participating Universities

Africa

Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt

Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology, Nairobi, Kenya
Moi University, Eldoret, Kenya

Oda Bultum University, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Rivers State University, Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria
University of Gondar, Gondar, Ethiopia

Asia

De La Salle University, Taquig City, The Philippines

Kathmandu University, Dhulikhel, Nepal

National University of Singapore, Singapore

Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, Punjab, India
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Beppu, Japan

Royal University of Law and Economics, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
School of Law, CHRIST (Deemed to be University), Bengaluru, India
Shahed University Tehran, Tehran, Iran

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Bangi, Selangor, Malaysia
Universiti Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

University of Chittagong, Chittagong, Bangladesh

University of Colombo, Colombo, Sri Lanka

University of St. La Salle, Bacolod City, The Philippines

Australia

Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia
University of New South Wales, Kensington, Australia

Europe

Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan, Poland
Friedrich-Alexander-Universitat Erlangen-Nurnberg, Germany
Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, Thilisi, Georgia
Jagiellonian University in Krakow, Krakow, Poland

Kog University, Istanbul, Turkey

National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, Kyiv, Ukraine
Queen's University Belfast, Belfast, United Kingdom
Russian-Armenian University, Yerevan, Armenia

State University of Trade and Economics, Kyiv, Ukraine
University of Oxford, Oxford, United Kingdom

University of Prishtina, Prishtina, Kosovo

North America

Arizona State University Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law,
Phoenix, United States

St. Thomas University, Fredericton, Canada

University of Missouri - Columbia School of Law, Columbia,
United States

South America

Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul, Porto Alegre, Brazil
Universidad Diego Portales, Santiago, Chile

Universidad Nacional de Truijillo, Trujillo, Peru
Universidade Federal da Bahia, Salvador, Brazil
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Nuremberg Moot Court Emergency Contact
+49 (0)911 14 89 77-0
Registration@nuremberg-moot-court.de

Stay informed and get engaged
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